Autoimmunity and chondrolysis of the hip. A report of two cases.
Two patients with rapidly progressive chondrolysis of the hip are reported. Immunofluorescent staining showed deposits of immunoglobulins and complement components in the synovium and the remaining femoral head cartilage. Seven patients with osteoarthritis of the hip and knee, or femoral neck fractures, were used as controls and all had a negative immunofluorescent staining reaction in the synovium. We suggest that an autoimmune reaction against articular cartilage antigens may play a role in the development of chondrolysis.